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Some of The RA exhibits 


that caught my eye 
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In July Katy & Claire put on a great 50th anniversary party for Martin 

and Maxine at their lovely home in Jacksdale in Notts. It was an Alice 
Through The Looking Glass theme. The girls put so much effort into it 
they were both totally exhausted afterwards 


Eat me to enter wonderland (sherbet) 
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Photo History a Judy and Ivor celebrated their 50th anniversary with a great 
party and lots of fun acts (as always) were the order of the 
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It fell to Gerald and myself to plan the route for 


‘The Lads’ monthly walk and we planned it at a 
snails pace...sorry about that!! 


...Ok...1 own up...| have enhanced the above picture a 


bit !! But these Roman snails are really enormous 
and were everywhere on our path 


The snail we both trained to map read 
confirmed the distance if we all walked 
at a ‘snails pace’ 


The walk from Wareside via Great Am- 
well was a great success and showed 
what fantastic countryside surrounds us 
here within a short drive 


Neil was less talkative than usual 


..., maybe he dropped off for a second !! 
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A great number of the photos 
in my Photo History show the 
beauty around us — in the 
country-side, in other coun- 
tries, in towns etc. yet | seem 
to ignore the degradation of 
my own surroundings here in 
Southgate. The level of ac- 
cepted dirt, rubbish and lack 
of Civic Pride has suddenly 
jumped out and hit me in the 
face. What better way to 
show my feelings than to 
show here some examples of 
what really annoys me. Rather 
than just restrict it to my Pho- 


to History, | will make a copy 


and take it personally to local 
councillors etc. to see if | can 
stir some changes...Watch this 
space for results ??!! 
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We get conditioned into not even noticing the 


a 
4 ii deterioration of our environment 
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The ‘Never-Open’ Police Sta- 
tion is a disgrace. Maybe if 
they came out of the front 
door they might even be 
ashamed of the squalor, bro- 
ken glass, dirt and debris 
littered on their own doorstep 
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LITAN POLICE SOUTHGATE 


Contact Point 
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7 Jul 2011 
~ A COUNCILLOR has called for 

“stupid” plans to uproot plants and 
trees on a Southgate roundabout to 
e abandoned. 


These two shots show the roundabout as it 
was before the ‘council-led vandalism’ or- 
with the well-maintained attractive shrubs 


..as it is now (2016). Spot the great im- 
provements??? No, neither can anyone 


| do hope that the ‘economic climate’ is not 
blamed for this lack of Civic Pride...A few pho- 
tos follow showing that Bounds Green and En- 
field are both capable of maintaining a decent 
attractive environment...why can’t the same be 
said of Southgate.??? 
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Qos 


Bounds Green can make 


5. 


Ps 


TP eer: 


the effort...why can’t 
Southgate ??? 
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Enfield Town can make 


the effort...why can’t 
Southgate ??? 
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Walter 


Arnold 
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A fun day at ‘Sarfend’ and 
Leigh-On-Sea with Evie and 


Jimmy (October 2016) 


Ou Don't Like My Cooking 


Lower Your Standarec 
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In October, in fabulous weath- 
er, we walked across St James's 
Park (where there was a half 


marathon) to 55 Broadway 


fascinating 


tA 
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Built above St 
James’s Park Station 
which in 1868 was a 
slum area 


Building commenced in 1927 and when 
completed in 1929 it was, at 14 stories, 
London’s first skyscraper, built in the 
American style with a steel frame 


BOOKING OFFICE 
AND TRAINS 
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Lift and staircase lobby 


Pre-computer wall safés»for 


document storage P . 


Ornate board room ceiling 


comparison 
t 


St.Paul’s Cathedral 
1710, I1fm 


55 Broadway 
1929, 53.3m 


A selection of the great paintings on the board room 


walls showing London Transport over the ages 
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The main 
staircase 
down to 

the lobby 


The 13th floor used for clock and roof access | 
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Nostalgia 


A beautiful 
staircase turn 
feature 
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Rainbow’s End over Sheringham, Norfolk 
with wind-farms on the horizon 


Lynn and | had words on the beach 
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Another typical Norfolk traffic jam.........total gridlock 
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Around the house in 


October 2016 


Downstairs 
Hall 
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Downstairs Cloakroom 
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The Lounge 


at 
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The Dining Room 
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The Kitchen 


The Kitchen from The 
Dining Room 
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Sandra and 
Robert 


Lunch at home 


with friends 


Robbie & 
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~ Taking the train from Paddington we were in Bristol in under 2 hours 
where DP and the kids met us. We had a great day there with them all, 
enjoying the @Bristol Museum with loads of interesting ‘hands-on’ 
things to see and do. A really interesting walk around town taking in 
DP’s boat which is now moored in Bristol Harbour, bang in the centre. 
We were sad to leave our exhausted threesome behind 
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On the boat 
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“no...you go first, | insist” 


The wind 


machine was 


a hair-raising 


experience 


“Shall we order 
pasta??” 
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We went to Camden Market) 
early November and enjoyed = 
some freshly made street Sie 
food sitting above the canal. 
After that we walked along pm 
the canal to Granary Square = 
by Kings Cross and were 
amazed at the massive change 
to the area. The most fasci- e= 
nating new development are 
the apartments built inside 
the gasometers which are 
listed. 


The little bird eyed 
up our meal 
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Gas holders, sometimes known as gasometers, began to emerge in Britain in Victorian times and do 
largely as the name suggests: store large volumes of gas, usually from nearby gasworks.. The telescopic 
gas holder was invented in 1824, with the first example built in Leeds. Telescopic gas holders consisted 
of vessels (lifts) situated inside the other, so that when the inner lift was fully extended the next outer 
lift would also start to rise. Once the holder reaches full capacity, the gas flows back out through the 
main pipe, causing the chamber to fall hugely increased storage. The gas holders at King's Cross station 
were built from 1860-67 for the storage of town gas. The gas was manufactured on site from coal by 
Imperial Gas, Light and Coke Company and formed part of one of the largest gas works in London. 


The apartments called ‘Gasholders’ come on sale later this 

month and start from £810.000 for a basic studio These are two of my photos from 
May 2003 when we took the same 
walk from Camden 
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In Victorian times, the square was a Ca- 
nal basin. Barges unloaded their goods 
here for transportation onwards to the 
homes and businesses of London. This 
aquatic history has been worked into 
the new design in the form of the four 
banks of fountains. The use of salvaged 
materials respond to the historic con- 
text. Planting has been kept to a mini- 


mum to reflect the industrial 
of the Goods Yard. 


May 2003 


character 


May 20013 


Nov 2016 


| will take some of my 
‘old’ photos and where 
possible try to take them 
from the same vantage 


point now to show how 


things have changed in 
London.. 
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Postcript. (I realise the date this is written does not coincide with the date on the cover. 


An Organised Life...Routine 


| am a victim of my background | guess. The Germanic sense of order is deeply imbedded in my behav- 
iour. It has its uses, but recently | have begun to question how useful it really is. 


For years | meticulously kept all the paperwork from every catering function in order to have reference 
info for future use. In reality the computerised version would have sufficed and prevented the days of 
shredding when | moved premises. (Ok | can justify it with the thought that computers were not around 
when | started this space, and time- consuming, archiving) 


| started to question routine and habit versus free expression and a less ordered way of life. ...not sure 
though that | have come to any over-riding conclusion. 


Daily routine like cleaning teeth, showering etc etc are, to my mind, essential so that they don't need 
thinking about & one can concentrate on more pressing daily matters. 


However, | would hate to have such a regulated life that | could say that every Monday night | would be 
doing a certain activity. So, | guess there must be a balance & this is what seems to make for a full and 
enjoyable life. 


If there are gaps in one’s daily routine it is possible to make very short-notice arrangements and these 
inevitably seem to be both great fun & are most memorable. 


Two illustrations of this that come to mind are our American road trip where some accommodation 
was pre-booked but when we decided on route to book stopovers they inevitably were great & filled 
our holiday with memories. Likewise, we met some really interesting folk & spent time chatting and 
even travelling & eating with them...this was because we were not on a tight time schedule. 


In the UK we often decide at the last moment to see a film, take a country walk or visit a gallery etc and 
these are all the more fun because they are not pre-planned 


So, | suppose a combination of routine and organisation peppered with free time and being laid back is 
the perfect solution. Family update: 


Ben and Tammy are still waiting for the double transplant and have had two false calls so far. We hope 
upon hope that there will be a quick resolution to this devastating waiting period. They are so in love 
and very brave DP has now managed to get his boat safely ensconced in Bristol harbour with lots of 
problems sailing there. He is busy still and is a great Dad and son. Lynny, a brave remarkable missus is 
recovering from the hip replacement very quickly and she is wonderful ___Larnie is doing so well and is 
really great, studying hard and even working in a part-time job to earn pocket money 


Beau and Peachy are growing up and are sensible and delightful and we so enjoy seeing them (They are 
all coming here at Xmas) It is strange not to include our parents any more but they are in our thoughts. 
Lynn and | have finally agreed on (and booked) a plot at Epping for our Green Burial which we agree 
conforms with our way of accepting the inevitable and so the kids have not got to pay for anything _...| 
have printed some photos to show how nice the surroundings are 
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8th Nov 2016 We are waiting for what probably is a most important world decision that we can remem- 
ber in our life..Trump or Hilary Clinton. The time difference means we will know by tomorrow morning. 
Despite a close race we both think that Clinton will win because Trump is such an idiot but it will be a 
matter of ‘lesser of the two evils’. She is also a totally rotten person and we think her votes will probably 
be just to prevent Trump succeeding. 


Tomorrow will see if we are right. Either way America will change a lot. We both think that despite both 
of their extreme views we feel that they will be prevented from implementing them by The House of 
Representatives etc that must agree to pass their views. 


Today M&S has announced that due to colossal losses (we think an 80% loss was quoted) they will be 
closing 30 UK clothing stores and retreating from worldwide markets. Many will be converted to food- 
stores. Shows that the increase in internet shopping can change major institutions very quickly. 


Tesco banking was hacked into yesterday and despite them not admitting it yet many accounts have 
been hacked into and lots of money stolen, Once they admit it, it will uncover vulnerability in internet 
banking and | am sure many major companies are very worried. 


Things change very quickly now so Lynn and | are being sensible about adopting new concepts and 
(where possible) keeping some back-ups still in situ. Typical examples are keeping a written desk calen- 
dar as well as the online Google calendar. | also back up my photos on the cloud as well as having them 
on my PC plus these Photo History books They mean a lot to me and | would be devastated if | lost them. 


| will update this tomorrow with the US result...everyone is watching tv overnight to see the results as 
they pan out... We listened frequently through the night and slowly the pattern emerged.. 


9th November 2016 8.25am US election 2016 results: Trump wins US presidency - BBC News 


Well we were flabbergasted but possibly like Brexit this is a massive vote for change. We don't think 
Donald Trump is a popular choice as an individual but he represents a total change. Markets throughout 
the world are all reflecting this change with substantial falls. 4 to 5.5% , The European market is just 
opening and showing falls. The Dollar has fallen and the gold price has increased. The Japanese Yen and 
Swiss Franc (safe havens) have increased 


Just watching Trump’s acceptance speech and ‘yes, he is charismatic. He praised Hilary Clinton, but per- 
sonally, after all the personal unpleasant comments | felt it lacked sincerity. Time will show how much 
he can do of what he has promised. The feeling is that he will. World leaders reaction is muted at the 
moment. No leaders have commented yet which is strange. UK is an island but we must not have an 
‘island’ mentality as we are obviously affected . 


8.50am Putin has just sent his congratulations. 


What a momentous event to finish Volume 67 Photo History & we certainly hope good comes from it.... 


Nov 9th 2016 
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GREENACRES” 
WOODLAND BURIALS 


Epping Forest 


With our love of the countryside and Lynn’s 
wish to be near both our parents we have 
arranged for a woodland burial at North 


Weald, close to Epping. The plot we have Bas 


chosen is in mature woodland and is a really 


lovely spot. Neither of us really feel comfort- | 


able with the whole ‘traditional’ burial sce- 
nario and this ticks all the boxes with no for- 
mality. We are not squeamish about discuss- 
ing it and as it is one of life’s certainties (like 
taxes) we hope to take the kids here so they 
are comfortable with the whole concept. 


Once we had seen 
the various areas 
and reserved, and 
paid for, our plot, 
the parting greeting 
was “hope not to 
see you soon” 
which rather tickled 


our sense of humour 


